
Radiant Darkness Discussion Questions 
  

1. Which of Persephone’s relationships do you think has the greatest impact on her? 
Which resonates the most with you? 

 
2. If you were Persephone, would you have told Melita your true identity? When? 

How do secrets affect a friendship? What can make it hard to tell a person who 
you really are?  

 
3. Is there a difference between Persephone's lack of openness with her friends in the 

vale, with her mother, with Melita? How do those choices relate to her reluctance 
to press Hades for information? When is it wise to keep things to yourself, and 
when is it cowardly? What finally makes Persephone brave enough to speak her 
truth out loud?  

 
4. What do you think would have happened if Persephone had spoken with her 

mother about Hades before running off?  
 

5. To what extent do you think Demeter is justified in her actions? 
 

6. What is the role of nature in the book?  
 

7. How and why does Persephone find her power?  
 

8. What is the usual relationship between gods and mortals in this society? How, and 
why, does Persephone's view of this relationship change over the course of the 
book? How does this relate to Persephone's role, in Greek mythology, as a link 
between the underworld and the earth? 

 
9. What is Radiant Darkness saying about the way we view life and death? 

 
10. Who was responsible for the drought and famine? 

 
11. What "supporting roles" did you enjoy most in the book, and why? Hermes, 

Charon, Cerberus, Kallirhoe, Admete, Ianthe, Zeus, the sculptor, Thanatos, etc. 
 

12. Imagine a scene where Persephone goes back to visit her friends in the vale, after 
all she's been through. What happens? 

 
13. The book changes things from the original myth--why? Is that legitimate? Is it 

still the myth if it's changed?  
 

14. Why is the book called Radiant Darkness? 
 


